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Outline  

•  Macro issues dominate the debate 
•  Pending transitions 
– Senate 
– White House 

•  Our little corner of the policy world 
•  Community advocacy 
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It’s the Debt, Stupid: 2011+ 



Defense 
Discretionary*

$529
[Defense R&D]*

$79

Nondefense 
Discretionary*

$557

[Nondefense R&D]*
$68

Social Security
$967

Medicare
$598

Medicaid
$386

Other Mandatory
$656

Net Interest
$303

Composition of the Proposed FY 2017 Budget
Total Outlays = $4.1 trillion

outlays in billions of dollars

*Approximately $4 billion for R&D is classified as mandatory spending. Figures are estimates.
Source: Budget of the United States Government FY 2017 .  Projected deficit is $503 billion. © AAAS | Feb. 2016
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Source: Budget of the U.S. Government FY 2017. © 2016 AAAS
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Limits	  on	  Discretionary	  Spending	  Since	  FY	  2010
billions	  of	  constant	  2016	  dollars

BCA:	  Initial	  Pre-‐Sequestration	  Baseline BCA:	  Sequestration	  Baseline

Actual	  Base	  Budget	  Authority Current	  Law	  Beyond	  FY17

Based	  on	  past	  budget	  resolutions,	  the	  Budget	  Control	  Act,	  and	  subsequent	  legislation.	  	  Adjusted	  for	  inflation	  using	  deflators from	  the	  FY17	  
budget	  request.	  	  Excludes	  	  war	  funding	  proposals.©	  AAAS	  2016
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As goes discretionary, so goes R&D. 



Next Tuesday 
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Key Hill Players 
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Seismic Transition: We Need to 
Make New Friends 
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Obama Priorities ≈ 
Clinton Priorities ? 
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Trump Priorities 

•  Make America Great Again 
•  It’ll be the best 
•  It’ll be huge 

•  Actually not terrible for us, but we’d 
probably be pretty far down the list 
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Presidential Transitions 

•  First phase: Before Election 
– Before convention 
– After convention 

•  Second phase: Between Election and 
Inauguration 

•  Third phase: “First 100 Days,” etc. 
– Top Promises 
– Top Appointments/Confirmations 
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Adapted from budget process presentation by Matt Hourihan (AAAS) 
http://www.aaas.org/page/presentations 

Budget and 
Appropriations 
Process in House and 
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We are 
here. 

The Budget Process 
it’s complicated… 

New POTUS 
shortens process 
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Transition Infrastructure 
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Transition Infrastructure 
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NSF Pushing Transition 
Themes 
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http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2016/05/nsf-director-
unveils-big-ideas-eye-next-president-and-congress 



Lori Garver on 2008 Transition for NASA 
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Post-Election Business 
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Astro Policy 
•  Tough times for discovery research, 

though APD (& HEP) in better shape 
than AST 

•  Obama S&T policy focused on use-
inspired basic research & market 
interventions 

•  Astro does well when the whole 
agency does well…sort of 
– Flow of money quite different 

•  NASA: fix problems; firewall? 
•  NSF: science by the pound + MREFC 
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Astro Policy (con’t) 
•  Decadal survey expectations 

 
•  Community unity post-mid-decadal: 

Exoplanets vs Gravitational Waves? 
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Astro Policy (con’t) 
•  Center/facility politics usually 

consumes all the lobbying oxygen 
– AAS & many universities spend extra 

effort advocating for research & 
competed mission/facility lines 

•  “Balance” isn’t an easy sell 
•  Who cares about our issues? 
– NASA & NSF are independent agencies, 

which is good and bad 
– DOE has bigger fish to fry 

•  MREFC changes afoot? 
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“The future of science funding will 
depend on many things beyond your 
control — the macroeconomic 
situation, the nature of competing 
needs, etc. But it will also depend on 
how actively you can make people like 
me understand why what you're about 
is important to our nation.” 
 
Sherwood Boehlert, in 2004 
Former Chair of House Science Committee 
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“Congress is not besieged by groups 
asking for money that they describe as 
necessary to help their own narrow 
interests in the short run. The 
argument that science funding is a 
long-term national investment does 
nothing to set scientists apart. All that 
sets you apart is that scientists are the 
only group that thinks they're making a 
unique argument.” 
 
Sherwood Boehlert (earlier in the same speech) 
http://www.aip.org/fyi/2004/required-reading-science-
committee-chairman-boehlert-science-funding 
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http://www.congressfoundation.org/projects/communicating-with-congress 

Constituent contact is the most influential form of 
advocacy for undecided Members of Congress 

Percent of respondents N=194 



Politicians Love Anecdotes 
-- Tell Them Your Story -- 

•  Meet with them back home 
•  Invite them to visit campus and/or a 

facility to tour and to meet students 

•  What’s your story? 
•  Why is what you do important? 
•  How does it relate to their values? 
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Write an Op-Ed 
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Questions? 

joel.parriott@aas.org 
 

11/5/16 Astro Chairs 



AAS Policy & U 
•  AAS policy staff are available to visit 

campus for departmental colloquia, 
and we’ll split costs with you 
(public.policy@aas.org) 

•  Policy-interested students 
– Annual Congressional Visits Day (look 

for announcement in January)  
– John Bahcall Public Policy Fellowship 

(look for announcement in Jan/Feb) 
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