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Center for International Faculty and Student Services

The Center for International Faculty and Student Services is the international office of Rutgers University.  It is run by a team of excellent and friendly people that will guide you through the administrative hassle of living in another country.  Problems with your visa status or a question about health insurance?  They will help you through as quickly and efficiently as possible!  Every international student gets assigned an international student adviser that will maintain your particular file.  Your international student adviser has walk-in hours twice a week so you can go without an appointment with any problem or question that you might have.  For physics graduate students, the international student adviser is Carissa McCarthy (carissam@rci.rutgers.edu).  The Center for International Faculty and Student Services has an extensive website with many useful materials that you should consult if you decide to come to Rutgers:

http://internationalservices.rutgers.edu/
Your admission package should already contain lots of useful information for international students, sent by the Center for International Faculty and Student Services.  If somehow this information is missing, be sure to check the website, in particular:

http://internationalservices.rutgers.edu/forms/Prearrival.pdf
International Student Orientation

The Center for International Faculty and Student Services, assisted by volunteers, each year organizes a week-long orientation for new international students.  This year's orientation will be from Monday, August 23 to Saturday, August 28.  During this orientation you will be given all the information you need to get started.  Most likely there will be too much information to swallow at once, but you will be guided in what to do first and what can wait until later.  If you decide to come to Rutgers, you are strongly advised to attend this orientation.  Moving to the United States can be difficult, but this orientation will guide you through the process as smoothly as possible.  If you will be a TA, you will also receive information about the American education system and what will be your role in educating undergraduates.  Beside the important practical issues, it is also a great deal of fun.  There will be picnics, social events, and lots of opportunities to make new friends.  Last year we went to see a Broadway show in New York City.  Most information about the International Student Orientation should be in your admission package.  If this is not the case, or you want to get an idea what it was like last year, you can consult this website:

http://internationalservices.rutgers.edu//content/Center_Staff_Services_and_Programs/Core_Cultural_Programs_of_the_Center/International_Student_Orientation_ISO/Intro_to_RU_s_International_Student_Orientation.html
ISAC

ISAC is the International Students Affairs Committee -- the organization for international graduate students.  ISAC organizes multiple activities throughout the year to bring international students of different majors into contact.  Every two weeks ISAC has a social hour on Friday evening where international students gather in the graduate lounge on College Avenue to play board games, to watch a movie, or just to hang out.  By the end of the social hour a carpool is organized to take students that don't own a car shopping for groceries.  ISAC also organizes a number of activities in September to welcome newly arrived students and to help them settle, as there are various social events, shopping trips, advice and tips from elder students, and so on.  More information about ISAC can be found on their website:

http://gsa.rutgers.edu/isac/
In the Department

One of the strengths of the Rutgers Department of Physics and Astronomy is its international character.  More than half of the graduate students and many faculty are international.  We currently have graduate students from Chile, China, India, Nepal, Germany, Iran, Belgium, Romania, Croatia, Russia, Israel, Argentina, as well as from all over the United States.  This provides incredible cultural diversity from which we can all benefit.  All international students face the same issues when moving to a foreign country for such a long period of time, and we try to help each other out where we can.

Contact

For questions about international student life at Rutgers, especially in the physics department, you may contact Simon Knapen (knapen@physics.rutgers.edu).

